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Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers! 


Among the truly serious casusities of this war are the forests 
of Europe. Terribie inroads are being made into the timber 
stendse of most European countries, rendering a lot of them 


unproductive for years to come. After this war is over, woot 


46 going to be mighty scarce overseas, And that's where ovr 
American foresta come into the picture. Following the war, the — 
demands for lumber and other forest products for reconstruction 
purposes will be tivemendous; we'll, not only have to meet ovr oa 
own reconstruction needs, but we'll have to help out the weretor 
sountries, 30, it seems that our best bet right now is to 
exercise good care and good judgment to keep our forests 
preducing while we get out the wood we need to win this war. 
Now more than ever we've got to go all out in protecting our | 
country's timber stands against the ravages of fire...against 
the evile of thoughtless and careless snd wasteful sutting 
practices... | 

Well, it's time for another visit to the Pine Cone Natione., 
Forest. At the Ranger Station, Ranger Jim Robbins and hig 
assistant, Jerry Quick, have returned from a field trip ani 
are about to call it a day. Jerry has just been glancing 
over the front page of the newly-arrived Willow Glen Ciarion, 


and something seems to have caught his ey@oe. 
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Page 3 
JERRY : (FADING IN) Boy ch boy oh boy! 
JIM: (SLIGHTLY OFF) whet's the matter with you, Jerry? 
JERRY 3 Here, Look here. Right on the front page. You've been hopin’ | 


something would heppen to get those men to practice sonservatio: 
Well, brother, thie 1s 1t....this 18 it, Jim. Wow-1e! A 
Bice (SLIGHTLY OFF - GEUCKLING) What 18 it, Jerry? | 
JERRY 3 (IMPATIENT) Good gravy. Come here and look. It's an editorial. 


4 
: 


‘Pight here on the front page. It's a stingeroo, Jim, that's 2 
what 1t 1s. 3 | | | : 

y 20.5IM: {COMING ON) Harry Devonshire's doings, huh? ny 

| 1. cERRY: Mo. Somebody else. At any rate your crusade against overoutt it: 


in the farm woods in this country oughta get a real boost from 
this, I can tell you. , : 


JIM: | Where is this editorial you're 60 hepped up about? 

- JERRY: Here, where I've got my finger. | 

JIM: Oh, yeah, I see. (READING) Editorial: Don't Let Ue Down. 
(STRAIGHT) I st411 don't... 

JERRY : Read the editor's note there. Go on. > 

JIM: (READING) Editor's note: The following letter from one of — > 


our own boys overseas is worth publishing in any man's paper. — 
We print it just as it came to us, without change and no punches 
withheld, in the hope that woodland owners of our Gountry will m 
read it, and in certain indicated instances, will act according.) 
, | (STRAIGHT) Act accordingly? What does that mean? a 
* 26. JERRY: (IMPATIENT) Here, let me read the letter, Jim. 
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Kinda long, ain't it? vad 

No, not so very, But it's something, I'm tellin' you. 

0, K. Go ahead and read it. 

(READING) Dear Mr. Devonshire: I'm just one of several boys 
from Pine Gone County in thie man's army stationed here aCrORE 
the seas from the good o1d U.S.A, But we all feel the same way 
' about something we know is going on back home, Never mind how 
we found out. The important thing is that we know it's so ard 
we're hoping you can get the folks baék home to do something t 
about it through your newspaper. 

What's he talkin' about? | | 0 
Listen, (READING) I'm talking about what's happening to a lot P| 


of the woods in our County, the way they're being over-ocut and 
ruined in a lot of cases. Now we know, better than most folks, — 
how important wood is thease days. And we're for outting every af 
stick of timber that's really needed to help us win this wor.. 
Good boy. | ’ | | 
(READING) The thing that gets ue though is the fact that a 
Lot of timber is being cut that shovlén't be cut - small treer. 
particularly, We feel that some of our folks are going 
overboard. We fesl they're sacrificing the woods for no other 
reason than that now's a good chance maybe to make a lot of 
MONey . | | 
That'e mighty interesting. Go ahead, Jerry. 

He says: (READING) We're kind of disappointed in the folke. They 


seem to be forgetting that we're coming baok home, most of us, 


some day, | | “ie 
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He says: (READING) We're kind of disappointed in the folke. 
They seem to be forgetting that we're coming back home, mort ¢¢ 
us, some day. And it's going te be a hard blow for a lot of us 
if we find the woods all gone or shot to pieces when 1% waen't 
necessary. 7 

I couldn't a done better myself. 

Huh? What did you say, Jim? 

Nothing. Go on, read the rest of it, Jerry. . 
All right, (READING) Fanny thing about fellows away from hone. 
My. Devonshire, Even though we try to adjust ourselvee the : 


best way we can to our new life we keep thinking about the folk; | 
and things back in Pine Cone County. Talking about it, a0 of 
ue agree thet, well, we miss the woods where we used to work — 
some, and where we hunted squirrel and the like as much as we 
mies anything, Maybe that's because timber 1s something wo 
don't have much of here. A fellow has to do some aébapin'. I eae 
tell you, to even find a board that'll make a shelf, (STRAIGET) — 
Well... There's a picture for you, Jin. | 4 
Yeah. You miss things most when you don't have ‘em, all right. | 
It goes on: (READING) Well, Mr. Devonshire, it isn't likely we 
can tell these things to our folks in person, any time goon. 
And that's where you come in, Can't you print an article or 


business of wrecking farm woods unnecessarily? Can't you get | 
them to...well...quit ruining the land we're fighting to dorend, 


as Ranger Jim Robbine would sey? 
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Page 6 
What's that? Is he using my name in there? 
_ (CHUCKLING) Dragged you in by the cost-etails, huh? 
Go ahead and read the rest, Jerry. 
(READING) Tell those Pine Cone County folke, Mr. Devonshire, | 
that we won't let them down when it comes to fighting = we jue> yi 
don't went them to let ue down when it comea to handling those 
woods back home right. 
80 Harry Devonshire used the whole letter, huh? Good for hin. 
Wait, there's a couple more lines, Jim. Listen to thie. (READING 
One more thing, Mr. Devonshire, If you think it's a good ides | 
maybe you'll print this list of names of folks wa know are going 
hog wild with outting their woods, Maybe seeing. their names in 
print will make them sit up and take notice that even though | 


we've fighting over here we've still got plenty of interes? in | 
those woods bask home, Thanks for anything you san do. 
That's a humdirger, ald right. Does it say who wrote it? 
Nope, it'e just signed "A Soldier." | 

Hm... How about the list, Jerry. Did Devonshire go ahead ené. 
print that list of names too? 

You bet he Gid, Here it is, right here. M-m-m,.,Sam Riges, 
Bob Mitchell, Malcolm Gill, and a lot of others... 

Golly, that's going pretty far, I'd say. 

Well, it's true, Jim. Riggs and Mitchell and the rest of thie 
buneh have been just about stripping their woods clean. 
Sure, and I've tried to tell ‘em go but... 
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Hey, wast a minute, Sim. Where do you fit in here? This lette> 

end 811? | : | 
What 4'ya mean? - } 
This part here where it says “Never mind how we found out.” Jim, 


did you tell this scldier, whoever he is, about what's happening 
around here? 

JIM: Me? No, I didn't have anything to do with it, 

JERRY: Just the same, Jin, I'm thinking there's gonna be @ lot of folks — 
that'll see your hand in thie thing, ‘cause it's right along the 
game Line you've been talking. | 

JIM: Yeah, I reckon that's so...But I can't help it if the truth 
hurte. That list, now, that Harry printed.... ea 

(KNOCK ON DOOR) 


JERRY : ' Somebody at the door, Jim... Holy smokes, it's Sam Rigge and 

Bob Mitchell... . : 

JIM: Well, didn't take 'em long to get here, did it? (KNOCK) (CALLS) | 

Gome in, come in. sal | 

DOOR OPENS AND SLAMS SHUT | 7 : 

JIM: | (CORDIALLY) Hello, Sam, Hello, Bob, Glad to see you. | 

SAM: Never mind the soft soap, Jim. 

BOB: Yeah, Robbins. We're not exactly in any mood for Pleasentries 

wight now. | | | 

JIM: 50 I see. What's on your minds? Oh, you've got a copy of the | 

: Clarion there, huh? 3 i 

SAM: Pretty cheap trick, I call 1t, Jim, when you use your friendship — 


| 

with a newspaper editor to get out.a piece of tripe like this 
with honest folks nemes plastered sll over the q 
| 


paper. yi 
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We came up here to tell you off before we see ow lawyers, 
Robbins. Anybody Who'd. coe 


Now weit a minute, both of you. Just what are you getting at? 
If you're thinking I wrote that letter you're mighty wild, fells: 
Sure. You gentlemen don't think that Jim would pull a stunt Lis: 
shat, do you? | 
Anybody with half em eyo can see Jim Robbins all through that 
articis. Maybe you didn't exactly write 1t yourself, but you © . 
sure had a lot to do with it. ard 3 

Now listen here, Sam Riggs, You cughta know me well enough by 


| 
now to know that if I've got anything to say I'll. come to you | 
and say ite... But no matter who wrote the piece... it's the 
Sruth, ain't it? You can't tell me you don't feel, way down 
deep inside you, that it's true, 
Listen, Robbins, What we do with our timber and our woods is 
our business. 
Seems like a certain group of our boys fighting oversees kinda 
feel like it's partly their business too. 
That's tommy-rot. This is your doing, Jim, and you might just 
as well admit it. We kinda thought you'd...well... that you'd 
agree to make a retraction and then we could just forget about | 
it. I'm sure we could get the other men that're mentioned here 
to go easy on you, if you'd.... 
Well, that's nice of you all right, Sam, but s'pose before we fo 
through all that, you check with Harry Devonshire. See what he 


has to say about this. 
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JERRY : 


JIM: 


JERRY : 


_ write that piece in the paper, or have anything to do with 00 


‘Hello, Hello, Mr, Devonshire. Just hold the line a minute, 


Hello, Thies is Sen Riggs telkin'...Yes, Seam nigge’. Show Look | 
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I san get him on the phone from here, Mr. Riggs. : 

Wait a minute, Sam. If Devonshire and Robbins here cooked ali 
thie up, Like we seid, what good would calling... 

Look here, TI don't mind what you say about me, Mitchell, but you 


‘now well enough that if there ever was an honest, equar-aher oa 


editor it's Harry Devonshire. See?..,Go ahead, Jerry, Cail 
Willow Glen. | | 
Right... (RECEIVER OFF) (HAND CRANK RINGS ONE LONG) Helio. Aig: 
Operator. I want to call Willow Glen. .The piace’ offi ce... Yes, 
that's right, thank you. I'll wait, 

Before you talk to Harry, Sam, I went you to know that : aidan! t 
I'd like to believe you, Jim, but..well..we'll see what : 
Devonshire says. . \ 


will you....Here you are, Mr. Riggs, 


here, Devonshire, That letter you printed on the front pege of 


= a ee . 


the Clarion today. Some of us feel you went tao fer,....What's 

that?...6 Sure we'd like to know who wrote 1t...Huh?,..He.. he | 
aid?..., Well! 1°11 be doggoned!..,What's that?...You're 
proud of the way 1% turned out, huh?...Huh? You say a lot of | 
folks ‘ve been calling in congratulatin' you and wonderin’ whe | 
wrote it, huh?...,ieL2, uh, no that's all, Devonshire, We juet : 
wanted to know who wrote it...Yeah...Thanké, Goodbye... ‘ 
(RECEIVER ON) a 
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BOB : 


What about this retraction you wanted Jim to make, Mr, Riggs? 


things he wrote about in his letter, just ‘fore he went oversers. 
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(EAGERLY) Well? We were right, we, Sam? Jim Robbins here, he 
was behind it ail, wasn't he? | 
lay off of Jin, Bob, He didn't write it. He didn’t have 
anything to do. with it, Like he says...Jim, I reckon we owe 
you an apology. , 
Forget it, Sam. 


Skip it, Jerry, ; 

Sam Riggs, you tell. me who wrote this blasted letter, What's 
some over you, man? 7 
I guess maybe we've been wrong, Bob, about a lot of things. 

I want to know who wrote this letter. 

MYeeoemy son wrote it, Bob. My own son. 

Jumping catfish! Your own boy? Todd? | 
Yeah, it was Todd. I might've guessed. It sounds like him, bu, 


well, I just never took the boy seriously before. You see, 1% 
aian't seem to matter so much what he thought about things. 

It matters now though, doesn't it, Sam? 

Yes, Jim. It does, It eure does...Todd, he found out all those: 


when he was home that last time, I never paid much atiention Go. 
what he was talkin’ about then, though. 
What're we going to do, Sam? 
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SAMs I don’t know about you, Bob, but I'm going to overhaul ny 
thinkin' about my timber from now on. Wood for war, yea, but 
“the emall stuff, Ne Sir! When Todd comes back home, he's goings 
to find some woods still grewlng around the old place... 


i'm not going to let my boy down... No sir! 


MUSICAL FINALE 


ANNOUNCER: Unole Sam's Forest Rangers comes to you each week during the — 
National Farm and Home Hour as a network presentetion, with 
the cooperation of the Forest Service, United States 
Department of Agriculture..cocs. 
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